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MPH at Hopkins about two years 
ago and got a job as a clinical 
education specialist at a hospital 
in Annapolis. She is doing a 
nursing graduate internship, 
nurse mentoring, and other 
educational pieces in the 
hospital. She recently cut back 
her hours to part time so she 
could spend more time with her 
two-year-old son and her 
husband. Leigh Thurmond 
Weihs has a 3-year-old son and 
16 mo.-old boy/girl twins. She 
was laid off when she landed on 
bedrest with the twins 1½ years 
ago so she has been home ever 
since. Leigh is still living in 
Baltimore, married to a guy she 
met at the Hopkins pool. Ashley 
Torre Logan is working part time 
as an FNP and full time as a mom 
to a two-year-old son and a three-
month-old daughter. She loves 
both roles! Heather Weeden 
Richardson says Howdy from 
Texas! She and Nick have been 
married for 5½ years and are still 
toughing it out down south. She 
has been having a blast being an 
EC/Trauma Nurse at one of the 
two level one trauma centers 
down in Houston. It is the county 
hospital so she feels good helping 
those with the most need. She 
has done management there, but 
decided she liked working with 
the patients better. So Heather 
went back to school for her NP 

degree. She is in a program that 
focuses on emergency care so she 
can go run some small town EC 
or work in the urgent care center 
in a large area. And if you ever 
see a reason, they have a lovely 
spare bedroom and love guests! 
Kim Otto-Rietkerk relocated to 
NH about a year ago—back to 
her hometown. She is working as 
an ER nurse in the hospital where 
she was born. In fact the nurse 
who delivered her is still there. It 
is a small community hospital but 
pretty busy and interesting. Kim 
and her husband have two girls: 
ages 3 and almost 1. Amy 
Klepetar is living in northern 
British Columbia teaching peds 
nursing and epidemiology at the 
University of Northern British 
Columbia. She spent the last six 
years living in beautiful Utah 
working at a pediatric specialty 
hospital, and got her MSPH 
while she was there. Amy got 
married a year and a half ago! 
Deb Guss is well in NYC, living 
in Staten Island. She is still 
wandering around the projects as 
a visiting nurse meeting all sorts 
of people. There is nothing like 
seeing what is really going on in a 
person’s life as when you are in 
their home. She loves the work, 
and she is currently working on 
her FNP. She is still living with 
her man. Mike Bumbach says 
“Yo, from Sunny FL!” He works 

as an NP in an urgent care clinic. 
Avery is now going on 2½. 
Ivonne is feeling well as number 
two is on the way. We’d love to 
have visitors! Send in your 
reservations anytime. Kari 
Shefland says “Helloooooo from 
Minnesota!” She has been 
working as a CRNA in rural MN 
for two years. She spends many 
call nights placing labor epidurals, 
but you couldn’t find a more 
empathetic CRNA, as she had 
her third child this past year. She 
has two daughters and a son. 
Sarah Bourguignon Nichols 
graduated from UCSF midwifery 
school in 2005 and has been 
working as a CNM in San 
Francisco. It is a busy busy place. 
She delivers approximately 300+ 
babies a year. She was recently 
married, name change, the works. 
However, no babies, other than 
the ones she catches. Pia 
Nierman is still working at NIH 
at the outpatient clinic running 
clinical trials and giving tons of 
chemo and supportive care to 
stage 3 and 4 patients for phase 1 
and 2 studies and transplant 
regimens. Biggest news for her 
though is she delivered her third 
baby—a gorgeous little girl. So 
she now has three little girls to 
keep her smiling and busy. Judy 
Podziewski remained in 
Baltimore to work in Hopkins ED 
for almost two years. Then they 
all went back to Bhutan where 
she worked in the National 
Hospital teaching nurses and 
helping out in the ICU and 

Dr. Dan Sheridan, Marjorie Fass, Lori Faber, MSN ‘05, and nine other recent 
alumni attended a reception for prospective students in Chicago, Illinois. The 
alumni who share their time—and their stories—at these events have proven 
valuable to the school’s recruitment efforts.

To order, contact the Johns 
Hopkins University Press:
www.press.jhu.edu or
800-537-5487.
Alumni discount code – JAY

Know Your History
Our Shared Legacy:  

Nursing Education at  
Johns Hopkins, 1889–2006

A stirring tribute to Hopkins nursing students and 
alumni along with unique insight into the history of 

an admirable and challenging 
profession. 

To preview the book, go to www.son.jhmi.edu and 

click on Alumni News and Events.

emergency department. They 
have been in Myanmar, Burma, 
since August of 2004. Judy was 
hired as a consultant to help start 
up the emergency department in 
the first and only International 
Hospital in Myanmar. Her 
children attend the international 
school there and enjoy the mix of 
cultures from all over. So if 
anyone is interested, you are all 
welcome in Yangon. Ella 
Selwood Weinkle and her 
husband have settled in 
Columbia, SC. She is a clinical 
faculty member for the University 
of South Carolina College of 
Nursing. She works in a clinic on 
campus providing primary health 
care for faculty, staff and the 
general public. Their most 
exciting news is the birth of their 
daughter. Maggie Stull 
Drezewski has two girls. She 
worked for about four years in 
inpatient and outpatient 
oncology before having children. 
Ever since then, she has been 
primarily a stay-at-home mom 
and works VERY part time (on 
the prn/float pool staff) at a small 
community hospital. They live in 
Washington, PA. She has several 
ideas about what she is going to 
do once she goes to work again 
full time so she is not sure where 
she’ll end up exactly. But, 
Maggie knows she is going to be 
choosy about where/how she 
spends her precious time. And if 
you’re ever in the Pittsburgh area, 
let her know. Heather Riley is 
now a Rivasplata since she 

Vigilando
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At a reception for prospective students in Marina del Rey, California, Judy 
Chadderdon ‘06, Carina Sonberg Sterling ‘03, and Veronica Sezanov ‘06 
joined other alumni and faculty to share was it is “really” like at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of Nursing. 

In Memoriam
Frances Cowles Kavanagh ’29
Ruth Tanner Monroe ’37
Shirley Olsen Carscadden ’41
Margaret Penrod Deeds ’47
Dorothy Louise Samuel 
“Sammy” Harper ’48
Katharine Jackson Osuna ’49
Kathleen Kennedy Kolls ’51
Elaine Leach Kuhl ’51
Nancy Ackroyd Minichino ’64

 

Nursing: It’s More Than  
Customer Service

Jayne Felgen ’65 vividly 
remembers the day of her 
grandmother’s death in Sidney, 

Ohio. As a small girl, Felgen 
wasn’t allowed past the waiting 
room; family members who were 
not registered nurses were denied 
access to patients whose lives were 
ending. The hospital staff simply 
informed the family that their 
loved one had died—alone, and 
without the comforting presence 
of family members.

“The transformative experience shaped me and affirmed what 
I am as a human being,” said Felgen. “Ultimately, it cemented 
my commitment to becoming a nurse.” Now, with a career in 
nursing that has spanned more than 40 years, Felgen has emerged 
as a national leader in health care, working to ensure that 
“professional practice is more than customer service.”

In her chapter on caring and healing in Relationship-Based 
Care (which was the American Journal of Nursing 2004 Book of 
the Year), Felgen explains that an effective nursing environment 
allows each nurse to bring his or her expertise to bear in every 
instance of patient contact. A comprehensive approach to patient 
care isn’t merely a matter of patient satisfaction; it has been proven 
to significantly improve patient outcomes. Felgen writes that “an 
intentional caring relationship between a caregiver and the patient 
and his or her family is the core of the healing environment.” 

The values that are at the core of Felgen’s work have resonated 
strongly across the nursing world. Through her leadership, Felgen 
has given voice to thousands upon thousands of nurses, patients, 
and families who view human dignity as the starting point for 
effective health care.

She has worked tirelessly—friends call her “The Energizer 
Bunny”—to improve the experience of patients and their 
families by promoting quality primary care. Felgen is president of 
Creative Health Care Management and has served as clinician, 
administrator, educator, and consultant in hospitals and other 
settings. She is also an acclaimed writer; recently her book I2E2: 
Leading Lasting Change, a guide to affecting change to all levels of 
an organization, was named the American Journal of Nursing 2007 
Book of the Year.

A few years ago, Felgen had a first-hand experience with 
the changing hospital environment during one of the most 
emotional times of her life. After a long fight with chronic 
illness, her mother passed away in Sidney, Ohio, where Felgen’s 
grandmother’s life had ended years before. The experience 
contrasted sharply with her memory of her grandmother’s passing. 
The staff was focused on the well-being of the family members, 
who did not feel rushed or out of place as they began to come to 
terms with their mother’s passing. As a result, Felgen feels at peace 
with the way in which her mother’s life ended. “I was so grateful 
that my family could experience the very best of care in the very 
worst of times,” she wrote in Relationship-Based Care. “They are so 
proud of my being a nurse. And I’ve never been so proud to be a 
nurse as at that moment.”                                                      —RM

married Carlos, whom she met in 
Peru. She went there to do some 
public health research and a year 
later she came back to start 
working as an FNP. It has been 
three years now at her little free 
clinic in DC, and it has been 
great. Sherri Bradfield Ball 
moved to Hood River Oregon 
after graduation and worked in 
Portland at OHSU ED for five 
years. The last nine months she 
worked on customizing and 
implementing a paperless 
charting system for the ED. So, 
she has been out of patient care 
for over two years. Sherri married 
a Philly boy whom she met in the 
Hood in 04. She retired from 
nursing and gave birth to a son in 
December 06. Heather Murray 
is still in Montana, working on 
the Blackfeet Indian Reservation 
for HIS. There is never a dull 
moment. I, Mariah Ventre 
Bianchi, have been in San 

Francisco ever since graduating 
and working in the ICU and 
electronic ICU (monitoring from 
video cameras is a nice clean way 
to go). I have three beautiful 
babies. The oldest is 6 now—how 
did time pass so quickly?

’03
It’s our 5th reunion from 
JHUSON. Please join us for 
Homecoming and an opportunity 
to find out what everyone has 
been doing over the past five 
years. Are people in an entirely 
different field of nursing than 
they ever imagined when they 
were at nursing school? Azucena 
Perdomo DeNunez is currently 
working for Minute Clinic and 
a private family practice clinic 
(Vista Medical Group) in southern 
CA as an FNP. She has her MS/
FNP degree from Georgetown 
University and plans to apply for 
the DNP program at Hopkins 
this year. She worked in heart 
transplant ICU in New Orleans, 
LA before Hurricane Katrina. 
Come to reunion and  
find out more.

’03 Accelerated
It’s been five years since we 
walked across the stage to receive 
our nursing degree from Johns 
Hopkins! What have you been 
doing? Please mark September 26 
and 27 down and plan to come to 
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Johns Hopkins Nurses’ Alumni Association
Church Home and Hospital Alumni Association

2008 Homecoming  
& Reunion
September 26-27, 2008
Whether you graduated five years ago or 50, Hopkins 
or Church Home, undergraduate or graduate, join 
your nursing colleagues at Homecoming 2008.

Thursday, September 25, Tremont Hotel

6:30 pm Leadership Dinner, for donors of  
 $1,000 or more this year

Friday, September 26, School of Nursing

8:00 am–3:00 pm Education Program, “Nursing Now”
5:00 pm–8:30 pm Cocktail reception with good food, 
 drinks, music, and great alumni

Saturday, September 27, Turner Concourse and 
Auditorium, East Baltimore campus

  9:00 am Continental breakfast
10:30 am Annual meeting
11:30 pm Reunion Class Photos
12:30 pm Alumni Luncheon for all classes
Evening Class reunion get-togethers

Reunion years: 1943, 1948, 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1988, 1993, 1998 and 2003.

Your relationship with us didn’t end at graduation.
Stay connected with the School of Nursing and Johns 
Hopkins University.

To receive timely updates on events, reunions, career
development opportunities—and the many other 
benefits of being a part of the Johns Hopkins alumni 
community—update your e-mail address today 
and don’t forget to add your current professional 
information.

It’s so easy to do:
• Online: jhnaa@son.jhmi.edu
• Call: 410-955-4285
• Mail: JHNAA 
  525 North Wolfe Street
  Baltimore, MD 21205

Homecoming. Invitations are in 
the mail. Log in to JHU InCircle 
and click on Accelerated Nursing 
Class of 2003. Let’s find out  
who can come and what people 
are doing. 

’06Accelerated
Katie Cole is working at 
Vanderbilt in the MICU, and she 
starts the acute care program in 
August.

’07
Class Reporter—Susie Mueller, 
1605 Hardwick Road, Towson, 
MD 21286, 443-722-6761, 
susie_mueller@hotmail.com.
Rebecca Amrany is living in 
Encino, CA, working for UCLA 
in pediatrics, soon to start PICU 
training at Santa Monica UCLA. 

Shelby Barendrick is working 
in the Transitional Care Unit at 
Kaiser Permanente in South San 
Francisco. She recently became 
engaged to Chris D’Anjou whom 
she met on graduation day last 
May in Baltimore! She is staying 
busy planning her Maui wedding! 
Samantha Bennett has been 
working in the JHH NICU since 
August. She continues to live in 
Baltimore and recently traveled 
to Thailand and Vietnam. Beth 
Brubaker has stayed in Baltimore 
in the downtown area. She is 
working at JHH, Meyer 8 Neuro 
and hopes to start on a master’s 
soon. Gwen Coleman just 
finished her first year working in 
a NICU at Froedtert Memorial 
Lutheran Hospital inWI. She 
completed her ACLS training 
and is currently studying to 
take her CNRN certification. 
She loves her job, especially 
the schedule, which includes 
seven 10-hour days then off 
for seven days. She also loves 
the flexibility for planning 
vacations. Erin Brown Colgan 
was married last year and moved 
to Indianapolis, IN. She works 
as a Public Health Nurse for the 
county health department. Erin 
is also continuing her education 
by starting MSN/MBA program 
at Anderson University. Marci 
Donaldson informs us that she is 
happily employed at the Portland 
VA Medical Center, Med-Surg-
cardiac telemetry in Portland, 
OR. Marci also wants to let us 
know if anyone is thinking about 
working for the VA, relocating 
to Portland, or anything else she 
can help with, they are welcome 
to contact her! Thanks Marci. 
Ellen Falck reports an unfortunate 
and recent diagnosis of Crohn’s 
disease. However, Ellen says 
she had surgery in April and is 
“feeling like a new woman [and] 
about to finally start nursing!” 
She lives in Silver Spring now 
but will hopefully work in Shock 
Trauma at the University of 
Maryland. Good Luck, Ellen, we 
are cheering for you! Kara Franz 
is learning a lot in the MSN 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner/MPH 
program at Hopkins. Kara plans 
to finish next year. Heidi Huston 
does not have any specific 
updates at this time, but wishes 

Vigilando

We want to stay in 
touch with you.

For more info, call 410-955-4285 or e-mail mrose@son.jhmi.edu
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Relief from dry, 
itchy, cracked skin.
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Glove'n Care® hand cream.

everyone well and hopes to have 
more information for the next 
alumni magazine. Julia Overturf 
Johnson has been working 
on a general medical floor at a 
community hospital in Silver 
Spring, MD since graduation, 
learning a ton and even starting 
to be charge nurse and precepting 
new nurses. Julia is still living 
in Rockville with her husband 
and two cats. Hannah Knight 
just moved downtown to Federal 
Hill. She’ll be celebrating her 
first year at Mercy Medical 
Center in July as an operating 
room nurse. Currently, she is 
switching back and forth between 
patient care and assisting in 
the implementation of a new 
computer documenting program 
PICIS. Hannah has also been 
seriously thinking of returning to 
school for the CRNA program. 
Woo! Michele Kraft reports 
nothing new with her. She is at 
Hopkins working in the NCCU. 
Michele also shares that she isn’t 
planning on starting school again 
for a LONG time! Susie Italiano 
Mueller still lives in Towson. 
She is working on a research and 

medical unit and has taken up 
knitting with the help of her co-
workers. So far, Susie is enjoying 
her free time working, running, 
quilting, and looking for a new 
house. Kristine Nelson moved 
to Portland, OR and bought a 
house. She is finishing a one-year 
fellowship at a local hospital 
before deciding which unit she 
would like to work on for the 
next two years. She also reports 
“as soon as we start getting some 
sunshine, all will be well!” Alison 
Purcell moved to Philadelphia 
after graduation, and started 
working on the medical oncology 
floor at Pennsylvania Hospital in 
July. Alison works full time and 
just finished her first semester 
of part-time MSN courses 
at University of Penn. Irina 
Barkhatova Rifkind is working at 
JHH in Weinberg 5A (oncology 
unit). She is going back to SON 
this coming fall for MS program. 
Jessica Sabo worked for two 
years with autistic children before 
coming to JHUSON. She is 
currently living in Philadelphia 
with her boyfriend and is working 
as a pediatric nurse at the 

Cardiac Center of the Children’s 
Hospital. Jennifer Bond Snyder  
is working on the Acute Pedia-
trics floor at the University of 
Virginia Children’s Hospital. She  
is married and is expecting their 
first child in September. Joe 
Spiccioli continued to work at 
Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical 
Center but moved from the 
Emergency Dept to the Medical 
ICU. Eventually, after proper 
orientation in all the ICUs, he 
will be a Critical Care/ED float 
nurse. Julie Story moved from 
Phoenix to CA after working on 
the Neuro Acute floor for one 
year. She is currently working in 
the ER at the VA in Southern 
California and loving it. She is  
also considering taking a com-
mission in the ARMY reserve 
nursing corps. Overall, Julie is  
doing well, working hard at paying  
off those school loans! Stacy 
Telmanowski got engaged shortly  
after we graduated from JHUSON  
and is getting married in October!  
She is currently working at St. 
Joseph Medical Center and GBMC  
in the ER. Talk about busy! She 
hopes to buy a house soon! Emily 

Gove Tuthill and her husband are 
living near the White Mountains 
in NH in a small straw-bale house 
her husband built while in high 
school. A large part of her time 
is spent working on a step-down 
cardiology unit at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Memorial Center. 
Margaret (Megan) Tyler reports 
“No big changes for me.” Megan 
is still working at Anne Arundel 
Medical Center in Annapolis, 
MD. Her unit is unique in that 
she cares for a wide variety of 
patients with different types 
of psychiatric issues. Miriam 
Weisfogel changed her name 
to Becker after her marriage in 
May. Miriam shares with us that 
“he’s a great guy and I couldn’t be 
happier.” She has been working as 
an L&D nurse at Mercy Medical 
Center in Baltimore for almost 
10 months and really enjoying 
it. Nicole Mitchell Weddig and 
her husband are living in Charles 
Village in Baltimore. She is 
working in the Critical Care Unit 
at Union Memorial Hospital.  
(Be sure to go to JHU In-Circle 
to find everyone’s new address 
and e-mail).



Church Notes
Class Notes for alumni of the Church Home and Hospital School of Nursing

By Deborah Corteggiano Kennedy ’73

Purchase Your CHH Pin, Cap, or Ring 
The CHH Cap can be obtained from Kay’s Caps by requesting 
School #33. The cost is $11.00 for each cap plus $6.50 
shipping and handling for 1-5 caps. Caps are available 
in size medium or large. Orders can be placed by 
phone (516-791-8500) or by mail (Kay’s Caps, 
PO Box 818, Valley Stream, NY 11582).

Exact replicas of the CHH pin are available in 
14K or 10K gold. CHH school rings are available 
in gold or silver. Due to the increase in gold prices, call 
for an updated price. To order a pin or ring, call Vince 
Fino, 9650 Belair Road, Perry Hall, MD 21236, 410-256-9555. 

Serendipity, My New Favorite Word
Serendipity, n. A seeming gift for finding something good accidentally.

Serendipity is what led to the interview of Mr. George Riepe 
that appears in this issue of Church Notes. I hope you all enjoy 
the interview, conducted by Daria Malan ’75, and will take the 

opportunity to welcome Mr. Riepe as our guest at Homecoming 2008.
In the spring of 2007, I was caring for an ill patient in her home, 

and she asked me to assist her in opening her mail. I gasped as I 
opened a greeting card and saw that it was from Mr. George Riepe. 
After all, this man’s name was on my CHH diploma! The patient 
remarked that Mr. Riepe was both a friend and a neighbor. Indeed, 
I wanted to walk up the street that night, knock on the door, and 
introduce myself. 

Instead, I waited until morning and contacted Lisa O’Shea at 
the Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing. The pursuit for 
funding of scholarships, the preservation of the CHH archives, and 
naming opportunities in the future School of Nursing building are 
always on my mind, and it was beyond exciting to think that I had 

Class of ‘58 Planning for ‘08 Celebration
Phyllis Abendschoen ‘58 is very excited about the upcoming 50th 
celebration for her class. Thanks to Phyllis for sending in an updated 
class list that has been put into the Hopkins database. I look forward 
to putting beads on all of the “Golden Girls” of ‘58. We still need 
addresses for five classmates: Agnes Marshall, Skipper Shirley 
Korschgen, Lauren Ide, Sue Green and Joy Davis. If you know how 
to get in touch with any of them, please call Phyllis at her home, 
410-744-1312. 

More Archives, YEAH!
Thanks to Jane Rosser Grabner ’64 for her donation of a 1964 class 
photo. It is in excellent condition and is in color! I want to also 
thank Doris Murphy Lytle ’45 for the lending of her class photo for 
digital copying. These items will now become part of the Church 
Home & Hospital School of Nursing collection housed at the Alan 
Mason Chesney Medical Archives. Thank You, Doris and Jane.

To complete the CHH collection, we need yearbooks (1961, 
1962, & 1963) and class pictures (1965, 1967, 1969, 1970, & 1971). 
Please consider donating to the Archives or lending your photos to 
be digitally copied.

Proudly We Sing...
Homecoming 2008 will be a wonderful time for JHU and CHH 
nursing alumni. Included in this year’s plans is an opportunity for 
each group of alumni to sing their school song. I will have copies 
of “The Alma Mater” in case you have forgotten the words to this 
beautiful song written by Rosemary Ellis Scholtz, ‘55 and sung to the 
tune of “The Hymn from Finlandia” by Jan Sibelius. Let us all hope 
that either Yetive Habicht or Donna Swope can attend to lead us.

Be sure to save the dates of September 26-27, 2008 for a weekend 
of nostalgia and fun. Please try to attend as many of the events as 
possible. Your invitation will be arriving shortly. Gil Whedbee, 
former President of Church Home and Hospital, and George Riepe, 
Former Chairman of the Board of Trustees for Church Home, will 
both be attending the Saturday luncheon as honored guests.

Updates 
Send any address changes or 
notice of deceased members to: 
Deb Kennedy, 1990 Gulfstream 
Court, Forest Hill, MD 21050; 
410-893-2421, debkennedy29@
hotmail.com.  

Transcript Update
Chart One Storage in Jessup is now under new management and has 
a new name: Quinlan Storage. The Church Home records are still 
there, and Aniese Gentry is still the contact person, but the phone 
number has been changed to 888-416-5353 (ext. 7550 or 3907).

In Memoriam
Miriam Bell MacCallum ‘34
Margaret Crevensten  

Dukes ’39
Joyce Goldstraw Meyers ‘39

come upon someone who could be instrumental for these endeavors. 
I knew that as the former President of the Board of Trustees for 
CHH, Mr. Riepe would be an excellent resource.

To say that Mr. Riepe was instrumental is an understatement. 
Mr. Riepe worked to draft a proposal to MedStar, the purchaser of 
Church Hospital in 1997. The efforts were well worth it when we 
received a $100,000 donation from MedStar to add to the existing 
Freda Creutzburg Scholarship in memory of the Church Home and 
Hospital School of Nursing. That scholarship, now valued at over 
$227,300, continues to support students who want to be nurses and 
need our help. 

Forrest Gump’s mother always said, “Life was like a box of 
chocolates, you never know what you’re going to get.” Likewise, 
when someone asks you to open their mail, do it. You never know 
whom you might meet. This is serendipity at its best!
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$100,000 Gift Goes to Creutzburg Scholarship

In February 2008, a $100,000 donation was made to the Freda L. 
Creutzburg Memorial Scholarship in honor of the Church Home 
and Hospital (CHH) School of Nursing. This generous donation 

raises our fund to $227,300. Interest from the endowed scholarship 
is awarded to worthy nursing school students at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Nursing (JHUSON), serving as a prestigious 
legacy of the CHH name by furthering nursing education.

Last fall, Mr. George Riepe, the former President of the Board 
of Trustees at CHH submitted a proposal for the donation from 
MedStar. Mr. Riepe spearheaded the initiative and worked tirelessly 
with his six-member board on our behalf, until a decision was 
reached five months later to grant the $100,000 donation.

When I learned the news, I knew I had to meet George and 
thank him myself. After serving as the Scholarship Liaison on 
the CHH Alumni Association, I have been fortunate enough to 
witness how scholarship monies shape the career path of future 
nurses. George welcomed me into his beautiful home in Lutherville, 
Maryland on March 13th. He is a gracious and engaging gentleman 
who prefers not to be the center of attention. Nonetheless, I arrived 
only to see that he had pulled out his file of CHH memories that 
included newsletters, annual reports, and newspaper clippings about 
the closure of the hospital.

It was easy to see that George was proud and sentimental about 
his 37-year association with Church Home and Hospital. He has lots 
of interesting stories that took us both on a walk down memory lane. 
I want to share with you some of our conversation:
 
Q: Describe your position on the Board of Trustees at Church 
Home and Hospital.
A: I was first on the Advisory Board of CHH from 1962 to 1967. 
Then I became a member of the CHH Board of Directors in 1967. 
I became President of the Board in 1973 and served for 25 years in 
that capacity.

Q: What were some of your stand-out activities as President 
of the Board of CHH?

A: On my watch, we acquired land on the south side of the hospital 
and built a professional office building for the doctors. We replaced 
the annex and nursing school dormitory with a new building that 
offered patients a new ICU, CCU, laboratory and dialysis unit. The 
space that was the nursing school dormitory was converted to The 
Home so it could be maintained as its own entity. In addition, a 
large much-needed multi-story garage was built. All of this growth 
greatly contributed to the hospital’s success. 

Q: What are your fondest memories of Church Home?
A: I was born at Church Home Infirmary in 1921. But mostly I 
remember that the nurses at Church Home and Hospital were great! 
I felt they deserved much more recognition than they received, 
mostly for their skill and hard work. I never met one who wasn’t 
pleasant to patients and a great pleasure to know. 

Q: What did you enjoy the most at Church Home?
A: I really enjoyed being a part of the inner workings of the hospital. 
And working with the medical staff, Gil Whedbee, and James Bobb 
was a great opportunity for me.

Q: How did you become active in health care?
A: My first exposure to health care was working with the Family & 
Children’s Society for 12 years, followed by my service to CHH.

Q: How do you think you are remembered by former CHH 
colleagues?
A: (Laughs) Well, I’d hate to think of what that might be! But 
actually, I had a great rapport with the executive staff so I hope they 
would not have felt ill of me. (Laughs) I also had a great rapport 
with many on the medical staff.

Q: Are there any nurses in your family?
A: No, but Dr. Jack Zimmerman was a good friend, and I thought he 
was always trying to be helpful to our CHH nurses. He thought the 
world of them!

Q: Was there a special connection between you and CHH 
nurses? Describe that connection.
A: Well, I was never a patient at CHH, but I really enjoyed my 
relationship with our Directors of Nursing. George Mason, Joyce 
O’Shea, and Anne Failing are especially memorable for me.

George gave up his 108-acre farm, complete with cattle, where 
he lived for 30 years with his wife, Frances. He has three children, 
four grandchildren, and one great-grandson. At age 70, he retired 
as the President of Warner-Graham Chemical Company in 
Cockeysville. His grandson is the president of the company, now a 
fourth-generation family business.

George is an impressive 86 year old whose vitality and sense of 
pride are readily evident. He stays active as the President of the 
Brightwood Club Association Board of Directors and serves as an 
Emeritus Trustee of The Boys’ Latin School of Maryland. He also 
pays a visit to his fitness center three times per week!

On behalf of Church Home, I’d like to extend my utmost 
gratitude for his leadership that resulted in a significant contribution 
to future nurses at Johns Hopkins. 

Thank you, George.                                     —Daria C. Malan ’75

George Riepe, past President of the CHH Board of Trustees, shows Daria C. 
Malan ’75 his file of Church Home and Hospital memorabilia, including the 
newsletter, “The Insider,” from April 1985.
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DEFINING Moments

The School’S acceleraTed program was founded in 
1989 to educate nurses quickly, thereby easing the 
nursing shortage. Graduating in July 1990, students 
from the first accelerated class ranged in age from 22 
to 46. The class included one former Peace Corps 
volunteer in Niger, an attorney, and a former field 
artillery officer in the army.



Building for the Future…
Yours and Ours

Ingrid Bortner is leaving a legacy as a nurse, educator, wife, 
mother and grandmother. Pictured here with her daughter 
Birgitta Williamson and granddaughter Sophie, Ingrid, with her
husband Leigh, decided to leave another legacy—philanthropist.
Ingrid has been a long-time supporter of the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Nursing and so, in honor of her recent 
reunion she included the school in her will. The Bortners’ 
generosity will allow future generations to pursue their dreams 
of a Hopkins nursing education and continue more than a century
of excellence in nursing education.

Traditions are the building blocks that 
take us from the past to the future. They 
create a foundation on which each 
generation makes its mark, ensuring a 
meaningful legacy for the next. Your 
investment in Johns Hopkins School 
of Nursing will sustain our heritage 
and help us build for the future. Begin 
passing on your legacy today while 
providing for your future as well.

If you own certain stocks, you can double the 
associated annual income by contributing them to 
a Charitable Remainder Unitrust. Some stocks 
now return 2% or less; the Hopkins Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust pays at least 5% annually.

You will also benefit from:
• Income for life, payable quarterly or annually;
• Favorable capital gains tax treatment;
• Immediate Charitable Income Tax Deduction;
• Professional Asset Management;
• A lasting contribution to the mission of the 

Johns Hopkins School of Nursing.

To find out more, please contact Kathryn A. Shelton 
in the Johns Hopkins Office of Gift Planning
800-548-1268 or 410-516-7954
e-mail giftplanning@jhu.edu 
or visit www.jhu.plannedgifts.org
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